Argosomes: intracellular transport vehicles for intercellular signals?
Cell clusters in the immature tissues of developing organisms create morphogen gradients that guide cellular differentiation into specific cell fates. Although the process of simple diffusion in gradient establishment has been well studied, there are other mechanisms by which cells establish morphogen gradients. Christian discusses the recent findings that morphogens may establish gradients through the use of plasma membrane-containing exovesicles, termed "argosomes."